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Their debates travelled from Dan to Beersheba, and
from China to Peru, embracing such apparent irrelevancies
as the degree of dependence of the Nizam of Hyderabad
upon the British Crown, and the scope and powers of the
Supreme Court of the United States. In general dialectics,
the two opponents were effectually matched, but in tactics
Kiihlmann was the better man. He headed Trotsky into
recognizing the delegates of the Ukrainian Rada as parti-
cipants in the negotiations and representatives of an
independent State; and immediately took him up on his
proposal to allow representatives of the border States to
come to Brest and express their views without let or
hindrance. He would be delighted to welcome the delegates,
Kiihlmann said, but on one condition, namely that Trotsky
should accept their judgement, if in favour of Germany,
as valid. Trotsky withdrew his suggestion, which must have
given Kiihlmann much secret relief; for had, for example,
the Poles been allowed to speak their minds, their anti-
Prussian feelings would have been embarrassing. Trotsky,
however, restrained by none of the finer feelings of the
professional diplomatist, scored again and again with
barbed references to the violation of Belgian neutrality,
unrestricted U-boat warfare, and kindred subjects.

These prolonged discussions, while engrossing to the
participants, were positively infuriating to the onlookers.
The Turks and Bulgarians, junior partners in the Quadruple
Alliance and perhaps thus accustomed to be kept waiting,
sustained with comparative equanimity the display of
manoeuvre and counter-manoeuvre which did not affect any
of their vital interests. But to Czernin and to Hoffmann the
delay was insufferable. The nerves of the Austrian Foreign
Minister became frayed. To have to listen day by day to
these seemingly endless " spiritual wrestling matches"
while the sands of his country's life were running out,
reduced him to a state of almost hysterical prostration.
Daily the news from Vienna and Budapest grew worse;